
in quality of life for people with disabilities is the service a family 
receives in a child’s earliest years of life.

Be sure to read Jim’s report.  Jim took on the task of completely 
updating our web site—desertsurvivors.org.  Please take a 
minute or two to check it out.  It is remarkable!  Among other 
improvements, the new web site offers a Pay Pal option for mem-
berships and donations.  Jim did a hell of a great job on this 
project.    

We are in our 34th year of service to our community and proud 
of it.  Although we’ve had many challenges, I wouldn’t think of 
doing anything else. What keeps me going at Desert Survivors is 
that we exist solely to serve our workers and our community.  We 
don’t deal with profit margins, shareholders, or other corporate 
motivations.  We provide the best jobs for our workers and the 
best plants for our customers, and that’s it.

We need to see all of you at the Spring Plant Sale.  Purchasing 
plants to beautify your home and business is one of the best ways 
to support Desert Survivors.  Please feel free to call me about any 
issue you wish to discuss.  I am at your service (520-609-8333).
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Another new year is here and a time for 
rejuvenation is upon us. Change can be hard 
but it comes whether we want it or not. Here 
at Desert Survivors we are both embracing 
difficult changes and celebrating our accom-
plishments. 

Children’s Services

As of November 28, 2014, 
the Desert Survivors subcon-
tract with Easter Seals Blake 
Foundation (ESBF) came to 
an end. For more than two 
years, since the implementa-
tion of its Team Based Model 
in Early Intervention, ESBF had 
continued to have difficulties 
getting reimbursed for services 
provided, and at a critical 
point ESBF had no choice but 
to end some of their contracts 
for Early Intervention. Since 
this meant they had to lay off a number of their 
staff, they could not justify keeping outside-
agency staff, like those at Desert Survivors, 
employed under a subcontract. We understand 
and respect their decision, as in the same 
position we would have wanted to take care 
of our staff first. Unfortunately, the loss of this 
contract means Desert Survivors will no longer 
be providing services for children.  

Desert Survivors has been providing children’s 
services in Pima County for close to 32 years. I 
was hired into the children’s services program 

here back in 1985, so, as you can imagine, 
this was very hard for me. I have watched 
services for our children change and evolve 
a great deal since then. Although I am sad 
that we are no longer involved, “never, say 

never” as they say. 
Change is constant. 
Who knows what 
the future will bring? 

It was very hard 
to say goodbye to 
our two amazingly 
talented develop-
mental specialists: 
Brooke Myers and 
Kathy Sutton. One 
is staying in the 
field of children’s 
services, while the 
other is now looking 
for ways to assist chil-

dren in our community. We wish them both 
the very best and thank them from the bottom 
of our hearts for their many years of dedica-
tion to Desert Survivors. I feel sure our journey 
together will continue in some way.

Adult Services
Our Adult Services Program, the original 
inspiration for Desert Survivors, continues 
with my full focus. In fact, I want to dedicate 
this segment to a very special gentleman 
who was one of the “Original Five” here at 
Desert Survivors: 

top: blue butterfly (Guterrezia sarothrae), J. Verrier

GENERAL PUBLIC  SALE
March 10 - 13,

Tues. - Sat., 8am - 5pm

MEMBERS DAY
March 7, Sat., 8am - 5pm
20% off everything

Executive Director’s Report
Desert Survivors begins Spring of 2015 with changes and 
challenges in front of us.  (Some of us have personal chal-
lenges, too; I have recently been working to rehabilitate a 
newly resurfaced hip joint.  It’s not the years, it’s the miles.  
I am looking forward to being more active with no pain.)

For Desert Survivors, I want to thank everyone who do-
nated funds over the holiday season, and all year for that 
matter, but winter is a rough month financially due to low 
plant sales, so holiday gifts give us a lift.  Desert Survivors 
members who participated in the Tax Credit Campaign this 
year infused $12,000 into the agency!  These members will 
get their money back by reducing their State taxes dollar for 
dollar.  Please call me to find out more about the tax credit 
campaign.  We want to see that members get back every 
penny they donate to us through this campaign.

As you will read in Karen’s report, after 30 years of provid-
ing early intervention services to families with children with 
developmental disabilities, our Children’s Services Program 
has come to an end.  I believe Desert Survivors provided 
extraordinary early intervention services and we regret that 
we cannot continue to do so.  The most important variable 

Spring 2015 Plant Sale

10% off to general public 
20% off to members

Program members at work.

left to right: Calochortus kennedyi, Delphinum sp., & Janusia gracilis by K. Anderson;  Erythrina flabelliformis by J. Verrier
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Director of Plant Nursery
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Karen Wilson
Director of Program Services

Program Services: continued from back page

white prairie aster

Chromolaena odorata 
(Eupatorium odoratum) 
Asteraceae - sunflower family
fragrant mistflower, Jack in the bush, 
Christmas bush

This somewhat tropical species comes into 
the United States naturally in southern Tex-
as and Florida, but as a landscape plant 
in Tucson it is quite tough once estab-
lished.  It is a larger, shrub version of our 
popular native plant Conoclinium greggii 

(formerly Eupatorium greggii), Gregg’s 
mistflower.  Fragrant mistflower can easily 
get to 5 feet in stature, and handles the 
winters quite well without protection.  Like 
its local relative, C. odorata is a massive 
butterfly plant that lures large numbers of 
butterflies to its nectar-rich flowers.  

Studies have shown high concentrations 
of pyrrohzidine alkaloids are present in 
the mature flowerheads of this compos-
ite. These toxic alkaloids are sought by 
male Queen butterflies.  From the col-
lected chemicals, the butterflies produce 
a pheromone, danaidone, which helps 
attract females by advertising that the 
males are ”wealthy” with these attractive 
chemicals.  Another fascinating aspect to 
their use of danaidone is that the males 
transfer a large amount of these alkaloids 
to the females in mating.  Approximately 
60 percent of what the males bioaccumu-
late from the flowers is transferred to the 
females during mating. Then, the females 
transfer more than 90 percent of the toxic 
chemicals they have received into their 
eggs, which helps protect the eggs from 
predation (Dussourd, et al. Experientia 
45, 1989).

In many tropical locations, this plant has 
become a noxious weed but it does not 
seem to pose the same threat here in our 
arid climate. It may be a good idea to 
avoid this introduction though, if you live 
on the edge of a lush wild area.  Ad-
ditional studies have found the foliage is 
high in anti-oxidants and can be useful 
in topically healing wounds.  The fra-
grant mistflower is a great butterfly plant 
for any pollinator garden. 

Symphyotrichum falcatum var. 
commutatum 
(Aster falcatus var. commutatum) 
Asteraceae - sunflower family 
white prairie aster 
This lovely little aster is locally native to 
the Galiuro, Chiricahua, and Huachuca 
Mountains, as well as the Buenos Aires 
National Wildlife Refuge and San Rafael 
State Natural Area.  Plants spread by un-
derground runners and seed, and tend 
to form small colonies.  Once estab-
lished, this plant is extremely tough and 
has surprisingly low water needs.  An 
abundance of attractive flowers occur in 
spring, monsoon season, and fall.  The 
white ray flowers and yellow disk flowers 
compliment the lacy green, basal foli-
age.  White prairie aster is a small plant 
that typically doesn’t get much higher 
than a foot and a half, with colonies 
often a few feet wide. It is a great pol-
linator plant, and is presumably used by 
generalist caterpillars that enjoy plants 
in the composite family. It is very easy to 
establish and maintain; S. falcatum var. 
commutatum is highly recommended.

Gaillardia aristata 
Asteraceae - sunflower family
common blanketflower   

This perennial wildflower has a broad 
distribution across the country and is 
common in northern Arizona and New 
Mexico.  Gaillardia aristata has large 
showy, red and yellow flowers to 2 
inches or more. These plants produce 
a profusion of blooms in the spring 
and monsoon season, and provide an 
excellent nectar source for pollinators. 
The subsequent seeds also are a great 
food source for wildlife. Like other blan-
ketflowers, this species can naturalize 
in your garden in the right conditions.  
They like sun or partial shade, and use 
relatively little water once established. 
Like several other species in the sunflow-
er family, this plant is used as a larval 
host by the  bordered patch butterfly, 
Chlosyne lacinia.  Common blanket-
flower creates a huge splash of color in 
any Southwest garden.  

Ferocactus viridescens 
Cactaceae - cactus family 
San Diego barrel cactus, coast barrel 
cactus  

This rare cactus is native to southern 
California and the northern Baja Pen-
insula.  Most of the distribution occurs 
within San Diego County, where habitat 
loss due to development and other land 
conversions has greatly impacted these 
plants.  F. viridescens is a small, at-
tractive, compact barrel that rarely gets 
taller than a foot.  Flowers bloom in a 
greenish-yellow, occasionally with red-

dish stripes in the center of the tepals.  
This species can handle full or partial 
shade, but likes good drainage.  It 
can handle temperatures into the mid 
to high 20’s.  This barrel cactus is un-
usual in cultivation; it is an S2 listed 
rare plant in California (S2 means 
that it occurs in less than 10 localities 
within the state). 

Desert Survivors 
has a 

new website!  
www.desertsurvivors.org

Please take a moment to check 
out our new website if you haven’t 
already.  A plethora of new, use-
ful plant lists have been posted on 
the Plant Nursery page, including: 
Butterfly Larval Host Plants, Butter-

fly Nectar Plants, Moth Larval Host 

Plants, Hummingbird Plants, Bird 

Plants, and Edible Native Plants. 
The Desert Tortoise Food Plants 
list has been updated, as has our 
whole online plant database.  

We are now also on Facebook, 
so if you use social media, look for 
us there. Thank you for your con-
tinued support! 

Mr. Steven Patch. Back in the day, Steve was under the care of Dr. Joseph Pat-
terson under the Arizona Training Program in Tucson, part of the State institution, 
and he helped “Dr. Joe,” as we knew him, to gather seeds in the desert and grow 
the original plants that launched Desert Survivors in 1981. Steve was one of five 
individuals on the original crew of adults with disabilities who worked for Desert 
Survivors, Inc. He lived by his routine, and his favorite thing in the world was 
coming to work here. On January 8, 2015, Steve showed up for work as always. 
With his co-workers, he sat in our back trailer, opposite his long-time mentor, Les 
Prentiss. Les looked over at Steve and told him, “five more minutes, Steve,” as 
was their usual routine before going outside to start their day. Steve looked up 
and nodded at Les, then fell from his chair to the floor and passed away. Our 
staff tried unsuccessfully to revive Steve with CPR and he was transported to St. 
Mary’s hospital, whose medical staff also tried to revive him. Steve, however, had 
already taken his last breath at the place he loved most.

store owner had had any idea of Steve’s 
reputation, there is no way he would have 
touched him, let alone put his arm around 
him. But the fact that the store owner 
couldn’t tell the crew leader from the adults 
in services is just how we like it. 

Steve’s wheelbarrow and shovel will both 
remain where Steve put them on the last 
day he worked. We will no longer be 
sending those out to work. Steve’s shovel 
is in the cabinet, exactly where he put it. 
His wheelbarrow sits, where he always left 
it, next to a little garden area close to the 
Ramada where Steve and his co-workers 
worked and took breaks together. And we 
will place a memorial stone in the garden 
for Steve, as Desert Survivors will be forever 
his home.   

As always, I will be at the cash register at 
both the members’ and public sale Satur-
days. Please stop by and say hi. Thank you 
all for your continued support. 

San Diego barrel cactus

Steve Patch and Karen Wilson, 2007

I called Dr. Joe to let him know about 
Steve’s death, and he told me a wonderful 
“Steve” story that I would like to share. Steve 
had quite a long history and quite a reputa-
tion for being difficult, sometimes unpre-
dictably aggressive, but he found his place 
here at Desert Survivors. Back in the early 
days of our program, Dr. Joe had a contract 
with the City of Tucson to help clean up 
the sidewalks and store fronts in downtown 
Tucson. The city provided a water truck with 
a high-powered sprayer and a driver. Our 
crew would go downtown with brooms, and the crew leader would spray while 
the crew swept all the dirt and debris away. Steve was on this crew, but he liked to 
dress and look nice. Dr. Joe compared him to a “preppie” college student in his 
choice of dress. While the rest of the crew and the crew leader were getting dirty 
cleaning, Steve would stand to the side holding his broom, looking on but staying 
clean. On one particular day, the crew was busy cleaning outside the old Chicago 
Music Store. The store owner came out, put his arm around Steve’s shoulder, 
and said, “Man I just love what you’re doing with these “retarded” guys; great 
job, dude. Thanks so much,” and then proceeded to go back into his store. Steve 
just stood through the whole thing, holding his broom and nodding. Now, if that 


