
Desert Survivors
NURTURING PLANTS AND PEOPLE SINCE 1981

1020 W. Starr Pass
Tucson, AZ  85713

open 8-5 Tue-Sat

nonprofit org
US postage

PAID
Tucson, Arizona
permit no. 337

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
desertsurvivors.org

MEMBERSHIP: $50/yr
-newsletter semiannually
-10% off plant purchases 
all year

-members’ day sale entry

DIRECTORY:

Richard Bechtold 
Executive Director  
609-8333 

Jim Verrier
Nursery Director  
791-9309

Karen Wilson 
Director of Programs
884-8806

DESERT SURVIVORS is a  
unique human service agen-
cy founded in 1981 in and 
for the Tucson community.  
Desert Survivors is a nonprof-
it organization combining the 
appreciation and preserva -
tion of the Sonoran Desert 
with innovative and effective 
services to enhance the lives 
of people with disabilities.

design: Linda M. Brewer/Bailiwik, Ink;

FALL 2012

Karen Wilson
Director of Program Services

Executive Director’s Report

Rich Bechtold
Executive Director 

Fall Plant Sale 2012

I am pleased to report that Desert 
Survivors had record-breaking plant sales 
last year, and for that we say Thank You!  
We are very fortunate that our community 
cares about our programs and, evidently, 
appreciates our native plants more and 
more each year.  Purchasing plants 
has always been an easy and mutu-
ally beneficial way to provide financial 
support to Desert Survivors, and it has 
helped us stay alive and better serve our 
community.  The sales income—and 
the many meaningful contributions from 
individuals, foundations, and other enti-
ties—have made it possible for both our 
Adult Vocational Services and our Family 
and Children’s Services staff to provide 
top-quality programs for individuals and 
families in Pima County. Desert Survivors 
continues to be blessed with very talented 
and professional employees working on 
all aspects of our mission of service to 
the community.

This year I am asking you— and 
all of our members, customers, and 
friends—to consider donating funds 

through a special Arizona State tax 
credit opportunity.  Desert Survivors 
is a 501-C-3 charitable agency, and 
donations to us made under “Assis-
tance to the Working Poor” are eligible 

for a State tax credit. Individuals filing 
as “single” or “head of household” 
can receive a tax credit of up to $200 
by donating to Desert Survivors before 
the end of the 2012 tax year. (Couples 
filing jointly can get a credit of up to 

Members Sale 
Saturday,October 6th 

(20% to members)

General Public Sale 
Saturday, October 13th and 

Sunday, October 14th (10% off)

Cruz River Parks, and we are so grateful to 
all the Pima County staff for welcoming us 
out there and making all our crews feel so 
good about the work they do. Having great 
people to work with makes all the difference. 

We also have a partnership with The 
Friends of Mission Gardens. Once a week 

we send a small crew 
over to the Mission 
Gardens, just to the west 
of Desert Survivors, to 
help with the care of the 
native plants. We are 
so grateful to be part 
of this important com-
munity project, and we 
look forward to a long-
term relationship with 
The Friends of Mission 
Gardens.

Yes, Desert Survivors 
is an amazing place to 
work, and not a day 
goes by that I am not 
grateful for this oppor-
tunity. It is because of 
all your support—buy-

ing our plants, renewing or paying for that 
annual membership, and/or making that 
tax-deductible donation—that we are able to 
keep going. Every individual we serve, child 
or adult, thanks you, as do I.  See you at the 
sale.

stories of the families they are currently 
working with. I love troubleshooting with 
them, sounding out different ideas and 
suggestions to help with any issue a parent 
might be having with their child or their 
own lives, or those of the family. I also get 
to meet some of those beautiful children 

when I go out on “home visits” with my 
developmental specialists.  That is a special 
treat.

This year we have seen the addition 
of two wonderful partnerships in Adult 
Services. We have been working with Pima 
County for a few years now, but this year 
we spent more time working on the Santa 

$400.) When you file your taxes for 
2012, you simply report the amount of 
your donation to Desert Survivors on 
forms provided by the Arizona Depart-
ment of Revenue. These special dona-
tions are tax credits, not tax deductions. 
In effect, this credit directs a portion of 
your Arizona State taxes to Desert Survi-
vors. Usually, we have little control over 
where or how our taxes are used, so I 
hope you will be pleased at the opportu-
nity to take control over where and how 
a portion of your State taxes get used.  

Directing $200 of your state tax 
debt to Desert Survivors through this 
tax credit will benefit Desert Survivors 
greatly. Please consider participating in 
this special donation drive.  Call me at 
520-609-8333 for additional informa-
tion.  Complete details about this State 
tax credit can be found at azdor.gov 
under tax credits. God bless you.  I’ll 
see you at the plant sale.

Cactus Garden and Administrative Building

Richard Bechtold
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Jim Verrier
Director of Plant Nursery

Featured Plants 
Fall 2012

Photos by Jim Verrier 
unless otherwise noted

Agave chrysoglossa x
villmoriana 
Naturally occurring hybrid agave 
(Asparagaceae - Aspasragus family)

Although Desert Survivors typically 
does not sell hybrids, we are open to carry-
ing certain species that naturally hybridize 
in their wild habitats. This agave is a cross 
between the Golden Agave (A. chrysoglos-
sa) and the ever popular Octopus Agave 
(A. villmoriana). Both species occur in 
southern Sonora, Mexico, and are known 
to readily hybridize where the two species 
overlap. Although the species are some-
what similar, the Golden Agave has nar-
rower leaves and does not produce bulbils 
(which look like baby agaves) on the flow-
ering stalk. The leaves of these hybrids are 
very attractive and the rosette will typically 
get to about 4 feet tall and wide. They can 
be planted in full sun, but will look better if 
given some afternoon shade. The Golden-
Octopus Agave hybrid produces plants that 
are slightly more sun tolerant and a little 
more frost hardy than typical Octopus aga-
ves. We estimate its frost sensitivity in the 
low 20s. The individuals we have for sale 
come from a cross where the seed parent 
was a Golden Agave, but there is not a lot 
of information available about the cultiva-
tion of these unusual plants. 

Desmodium batocaulon 
San Pedro tick clover 
(Fabaceae - Legume family) 

This low-growing ground cover 
typically does not rise taller than a foot 
or two, and can trail up to 3 feet, often 
forming nice, dense clumps. Attractive 
trifoliate foliage provides dense cover to 
the ground, and then, during the mon-
soon season, a profusion of deep pink 
flowers form. Blooms typically occur 
between August and October, and are 
a great source of nectar for pollinators. 
San Pedro tick clover is also a great but-
terfly plant. It is a larval host to the fol-
lowing four butterflies: Dorantes longtail 
(Urbanus dorantes), silver-spotted skip-
per (Epargyeus clarus), desert cloudy-
wing (Achalarus casica), and northern 
cloudywing (Thorybes pylades). San Pe-
dro tick clover is a tough plant that can 
be grown in either partial shade or full 
sun; it requires moderate to little water. 
In the wild, they typically occur between 
3000 and 7000 feet elevation and are 
often found in partially shaded canyons 
or slopes. This species of Desmodium is 
common in the nearby Santa Catalina, 
Rincon, and Santa Rita Mountains. It’s 
hard not to love this plant when you 
see it in its full glory in the mountains in 
August.  

Mammillaria grahamii 
Graham’s pincushion cactus 
(Cactaceae - Cactus family).  

This common small cactus spe-
cies is abundant in the foothills of the 
Tucson Basin.  Graham’s pincushion 
cactuses are usually found near the 
base of other plants and shrubs, where 
they receive filtered sun. They gener-
ally occur between 2500 and 6000 
feet elevation, most often in desert 
plant communities. Individual plants 
typically only reach a height of about 
12 inches, with a width of several 
inches. Over time, they will form at-
tractive clusters. Graham’s pincushion 
also produces beautiful pink flowers 
between June and as late as October, 
occurring anytime during the monsoon 
season. We are pleased to be able to 
offer clusters of this cactus for sale in 
individual containers this fall. Even in 
crowded yards, there is usually a spot 
to squeeze in this lovely little pincush-
ion.  

As another Tucson summer draws to an end, it is time again to reflect on Desert 
Survivors Program Services. Despite the tough economy and State budget cuts, we 
are still strong in our commitment to provide quality services to both adults and 
children with developmental disabilities. 

Coming to Desert Survivors everyday to work truly is a blessing. I am greeted 
by all our workers in Adult Services, as if they haven’t seen me for a week, with 
hugs and handshakes. I get to hear all their latest news (along with anything that is 
bothering them). It is a pretty amazing feeling to know that you are such an impor-
tant part of these extraordinary individuals’ lives. When the day gets crowded with 
paperwork and phone calls, I can step outside and see our beautiful nursery. Walk-
ing around and looking at the plants is so rejuvenating. 

Then I get to meet with Children’s Services staff and hear all the remarkable 

Program Services

Allium cernuum
Nodding onion 
(Amaryllidaceae - Amaryllid Family)

This lovely wild onion grows in 
southeastern Arizona in the Hua-
chuca, Chiricahua, Santa Rita, Mule, 
and Dragoon Mountains. It is found 
in shady areas of the forest between 
elevations of 5000 and 8000 feet.  
That said, these plants fare quite well 
in Tucson with dappled or afternoon 
shade and are not bothered by the 
heat of the desert floor. The Nod-
ding Onion has attractive, slightly 
wide leaves and forms beautiful 
clusters of pink to white flowers that 
droop somewhat (hence the com-
mon name). Onions prefer well-
drained soils and do not like to stay 
excessively wet, but they do require 
moderate watering. These showy 
onions will reproduce vegetatively as 
well as by seed, and they are edible! 
They grow well in the ground or in 
containers, where they can be easily 
separated and repotted when de-
sired. This is a great plant for people 
that like wild edibles.

Coon Adventures
Our customers enjoy our plants, and apparently wildlife enjoys our plants, 

too, as we had visitors this summer. First we noticed significant (and I mean 

significant) amounts of scat around the nursery; then, hundreds of pots were 

being knocked over each night, and our pond was occasionally drained.  

Turned out that a family of delightful but very destructive raccoons had ar-

rived at Desert Survivors. Fortunately, our friends at Animal Experts were able 

to catch three of them and relocate them to Davidson Canyon.  It’s nice to 

know that there is good wildlife habitat at the 

nursery, even if it’s challenging to deal with a 

raccoon invasion.  
Jim Verrier, Director of Plant Nursery
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Desert Survivors plant nursery

We regret that we have no photo of the 
lovely little blossoms of the nodding onion, 
but you can look them up online. cont. on page 4


