
Butterfly Nectar Plants Available at Desert Survivors

Scientific Name Common Name

Acaciella angustissima (Acacia angustissima) Fernball acacia

Acourtia thurberi Thurber desertpeony

Acourtia wrightii Wright’s perezia

Ageratum corymbosum Ageratum

Aloysia wrightii Wright's beebush

Aloysia gratissima Fragrant beebush

Anisicanthus spp. Desert honeysuckle

Antigonon leptopus Queen’s wreath vine

Asclepias spp. Milkweed

Baccharis brachyphylla Short leaf baccharis

Baccharis salicifolia Seep willow

Baccharis sarathroides Desert broom

Baccharis thesioides Arizona baccharis

Bahia absinithifolia Desert bahia

Bebbia juncea var. aspera Chuckwalla’s delight

Berlandiera lyrata Chocolate flower

Berberis spp. Barberry

Buddleia maurubifolia Wooly butterfly bush

Buddleia sessiliflora Rio Grande butterfly bush

Calliandra californica Baja fairyduster

Calliandra eriophylla Native fairyduster

Calylophus hartwegii Sundrops

Caesalpinia pulcherimma Red bird of paradise

Ceanothus greggii Gregg’s deerbrush

Cephalanathus occidentalis Western buttonbush

Chromolaena odorata (Eupatorium odoratum) Fragrant mistflower

Chrysnactinia mexicana Damianita

Condalia correllii Correll’s snakewood

Condalia warnockii subsp. kearneyeana Kearney's snakewood

Conoclinium greggii Butterfly mist

Cordia bossieri Texas olive

Cordia parviflora Littleleaf cordia

Coreocarpus arizonicus Arizona lemonhead

Dalea spp. Prairie clover

Desmanthus cooleyi Cooley’s bundle flower

Desmanthus covellii Coville’s bundle flower

Dieteria asteroides Fall tansyaster

Dicliptera resupinata Arizona foldwing

Ebanopsis ebano Texas ebony

Encelia farinosa Brittle bush
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Encelia virginensis (E. frutescens) Virgin River brittle bush

Epilobium canum subsp. latifolia Hummingbird trumpet

Ericameria laricifolia Turpentine bush

Ericameria nauseosus Rabbit brush

Erigeron divergens Spreading fleabane

Eriogonum spp. Buckwheat

Eysenhardtia orthocarpa Sonoran kidneywood

Eysenhardtia texana Texas kidneywood

Fallugia paradoxa Apache plume

Fleischmannia sonorae Lavender thoroughwort

Glandularia gooddingii Goodding verbena

Glandularia latilobata Southwestern verbena

Guara lindheimeri Whirling butterflies

Guardiolla platyphylla Apache plant

Guterierzzia sarothrae Snakeweed

Gymnosperma glutinosa Gumhead

Havardia pallens Tenaza

Hesperaloe parviflora Red yucca

Hymenothrix wrightii Wright's thimble head

Hyptis emoryi Desert lavender

Isocoma acradenia Alkali goldenbush

Isocoma tenuisecta Burrobush

Isomeris arborea Bladderpod

Koanophyllum solidaginifolium (Eupatorium 
solidaginifolium)

Shrubby thoroughwort

Lagascea dicipiens Dollhead

Larrea tridentata Creosote bush

Leucophyllum spp. Texas ranger

Lippia nudiflora Frog fruit

Lotus (Acmipson) rigidus Shrubby deer vetch

Lycium spp. Wolfberry

Lysiloma microphylla var. thornberi Desert fern

Machaeranthera tanacetifolius Tansyleaf daisy

Malvaviscus arborea var. drummondii Turk’s cap

Mauriosousa millefolia (Acacia millefolia) Santa Rita acacia

Melampodium leucanthum Blackfoot daisy

Parkinsonia spp. Palo verde

Parthenium incanum Mariola

Pavonia lasiopetala Swamp mallow

Pluchea sericea Arrowweed

Plumbago zeylantica (P. scandens) White plumbago

Poliomentha incanum Hoary rosemary mint
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Porophyllum gracile Odora

Prosopis velutina Velvet mesquite

Ratibida columnaris Mexican hat

Rhamnus spp. Buckthorn

Rhus spp. Sumac

Ruellia spp. Ruellia

Salvia spp. Sage

Senecio longilobus Threadleaf groundsel

Senna spp. Senna

Solidago spp. Goldenrod

Senegalia spp. (Acacia spp.) Acacia

Sophora secundiflora Texas mountain laurel

Sphaeralcea spp. Globemallow

Stevia lemmonii Lemmon’s candyleaf

Symphiotrichum falcatum var. commuatum Prairie white aster

Tagetes lemmonii Mountain marigold

Thymophylla pentacheata (Dyssodia) Dogweed

Tithonia fruticosa Mexican sunflower

Trixis californica Trixis

Vachellia spp. (Acacia spp.) Acacia

Vallesia baileyeana Nacapule jasmine

Vallesia glabra Pearlberry

Viguiera spp. Goldeneye

Wedelia hispida (Zexmania hispida) Hairy wedelia

Xanthisma spinulosum Spiny tansyaster

Zinnia acerosa Desert zinnia

Zinnia grandiflora Rocky Mountain zinnia
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